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ORCHARDS OF "EGYPT."

THE FRUIT-CROWIN- G REGION
OF SOUTHERN ILLINOIS.

CHICAGO EAG-LE- .

barreled. The price paid ranges accord-- ' A grat rlal of R find- -
lag to quality and the state of the gen- - way to fors.gn conntr.es. I he tnlinMoral Ml crop, from about $1. 10 to iA and cores ar drli d. sacked and si ja barrel of three bushels eaeh. Perhaps to Chicago, where thev command aM cents a bushel is a fair average prh-- e ready sale. In v, ars when the generalfor a I grades and seasons. It is no un- - apple crop is light thev fremie.tlv sellusual thing for a tree that has reached for e.Ds a P u.n 1. then are severalmaturity to produce twenty bushels of factories m the Catted States that usecho oe fruit in a single season, and one these dried cores and parings in themade a r. cord of forty-th- e bushels of manufacture of jeliies but the greatapples that sold for 80 cents a bushel, bulk of It goes to Europe, and especially1 he average tor all seasons "will prob-- , to Frame, where It enters into manyably not exceed six bushels oer tree, food m..i..m., i.

used in the manufacture of
wines and brandies. It is said
that

to ue "bocghten" tobacco and wear
"store" shirts. Fortune were made
cut of fruit. The roan with a large
peach orchard or strawberry farm whs
the nabob of his community. Hay,
grain and stock were also ex-

tensively raided, but it was ap-
parent from the first that the new
Knyft would never, like the old, become
th granary of half a world. The soil
wa'- - generally gi od, but it was not equal
to that of the Nile valley, l'eachea and
strawl erries continued to be its prize
product, l or the growth of these it had
no superior and scarce an equal be-

tween Cape Cod and California. Bat
everylo-l- could not grow strawberries
and peaches for the Northern market.
Even the Chicago like the
Chicago foot, hath its limits; besides,
those growers who lmd not a direct out-

let to the land of late springs and early
autumns found berries and peaches un-
profitable, and began casting about for
new cuts to fortune. Some sections
found a tair profit in cereals, but these
were advantages enjoyed in common
with meet JCtlpM gf the Un'on.

An Apiile-ila- U .i M.:i:l.;.
Some years ago it occurred to a few

restless that opulence might be
found in apple orchards, and they be-

gan to experiment. Jost people were
incredulous. Everyboiy know that
Egypt would grow good apples, Vuf few
supposed It possessed peculiar advan-
tages for that industry. Jn some sec-
tions the experiments did not prove very
successful, but in the counties of
Marion, Clay, Wayne and Mchland
good results were obiaincd and orchard
planting on an extensive scale soon fol-
lowed. The pioneers of the orchard in-

dustry planted many varieties, and, as
the apple tree is of slow growth, sev-
eral years elapsed before it was ascer-
tained that the soil and climate were
especially adapted to two or three
varieties only. Mr. Thomas II. Low-re- y

is the pioneer of the orchard indus-
try ot this section. He planted the first
commercial orchard in 186(5. It con-
sisted of thirty-tw- o acres of various
varieties, and is still fruitful at the
good old age of twenty-si- x years. Two
hundred wine-sa- p trees in this orchard
produced in one season ,'i,0(lO bushels of
apples, or an average of fifteen bushels
per tree. They sold readily at 80 cents
a bushel, or 9,400 for the lot, which
was grown on four acres. Mr. Lowrey
last season sold his apple crop, on the
trees. In the month of July, for T1 per
acre, the purchaser assuming not only
all risks but the expense of picking and
barreling the fruit. .Two years ago ho
sold his crop for $2"0 an acre.
Four crops gathered from a young
orchard have netted him be-
tween $50(1 and $000 per acre
in the aggregate. Many others
who were among tte first (o plant,
orchards have done equally as well. It
was such remarkable exhibits as the
above that converted the inere.lulotfB
and set everybody who could command
Hie wherewith to purchase a piece of
ground and a stock of trees to planting
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Church, above Fred

1 his, at o() cents a bushel, yields : a
tree, or 51 .0 an acre, although many
orehardists insist that the average Is
much higher. but granting only jlho
per acre as the average, the profit Is auf- -

nciently great to make orchards a gilt-edg- e

investment, as the expense neces-
sary to keep a grown orchard in condi-
tion and pile the fruit Is very small, and
land is cheap.

Most of the planting is dona in the
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fall, though many trees are put, out In
the spring. Some planters plow the
ground thoroughly, but tho usual
method Is, in case nf fall planting, to
plow only strips, five or six fuirows
wide, where ilio young trees are to be
placed. The best succosh Is obtained
with year-old trees, though many

are planted. Great care is
taken to place the roots of tho young
trees straight and give them plenty or
mellow earth to expand in. One-year-o- ld

trees are simply well-develop-

switches, but the are
usually "headed"-ha- ve put forth liny
branches. Great care is taken at the
nursery to make tho trees head near
th" ground, tall and stately trunks be-

ing considered entirely too ornamental
to be useful. This is accomplished by
cutting off the tops of the Infant trees
and stripping the buds from the stem to
tho require I height. The trees arc
usually placed thirty feet apart each
way. which allows forty-eig- ht to the acre

Some orehardists plant them M)xH
feet, thus securing a stand of fifty to the
acre. When the trees atlain maturity
tho space between them is narrowed
down to a foot-pat- The orchards are
usually kept in corn until tho trees are
I years old, as this affords them the
necessary cultivation, and tho partial
hade thus secured i thought io be

beneficial to the young trees. They bo-gi- n

to bear when about. 7 years old, and
at the age of 10 are producing a fair
crop. They do not roach the best bear-
ing period until the age of K. l iom
that ago until SO is regarded as the most
profitable life of a true, though many be- -
leve that, with nroner earn and nnm.

lag, the prolific age may be prolonged
indefinitely. The young trees require a
litl le pruning to shape them properly,
but they are Seldom touched with shears
or knife after they begin to bear until
the age of 1.") years, when the old
branches are thinned out, affording room
for a new and vigorous growth.

Money In the II114I nes.
'Big money," actual or potent la', does

not cause the people of tho apple belt to
neglect little things. They guard as
caiefully against waste as dies the
Chicago 1 r, who is supposed
to find a profit, even in the curl or a
pig's tail. While certain that they have
discovered a royal road to wealth, they
do not neglect the economical turnpike.
Every applo, big and little, Is turned to
a profit, and even the parings and cores
are transmuted into yellow gold. Apples
that canno: find a market with their
jackets on a'e evaporated, and thereby
become a standard article of commerce.
A few large growers have their own
evaporating establishments, but most
of this work is done by Independent en-
terprise. The largest evaporators are
located at l'lora, In Clay County, ami
at Noble, in Blohlaad County. These
evaporators have a capacity of about
BOO bushell per day each, l ast season
tho one at Flora used up !", 00
bushels of R pies. When running
to Its full eapiolty It emp'oys sev-
enty hands. The CUlliagl and diop- -

ular in America, and especially th
champagnes, are made from
of American apples Including rottea
spots and worms, perhaps it is tha
latter that gives to French wines that
exquisite ' bouquet" so much admiiod by
American epi cures. It would be diff-
icult to imagine anything more fragrant

APPLE okchabd.
than a s ick of apple parings that had
been bleached an dried. They certainly
seem good enough to become t he basis
of the best champagne. A great many
tons of this fruit, refuse are shipped an-
nually from Riohland ami ( lay Coun-
ties, netting a very pretty sum The
evaporated fruit of this section is re-
garded as being equal to any known to
the trade. More than $60,000 Worth ol
evaporated fruit wns shipped from Flora
alone last year. The o ai orators usually
begin operations about the middle of
July and run day and night, and Sou-day- s,

until November 1. Some vlnegat
and elder is produced, but evaporated
fruit Is conceded to be the most protS
table way of working up the nulling.

Winter apples are picked in .,w
and everybody is expected to assist
the ceremony. As the trees branch low
fully two-thirl- s of tho crop can be
picked while the operators stand on the
ground. To prevent bruising a large
hopper is ni&'io of strong muslin, with
an opening at tho bottom through which

THE BBS DAVIS.

the apples pass to a table covered with
many sheets of some strong cloth.
This is placed where tho nickers from
four trees can throw into it. As soon
as the table, which holds perhaps a
bushel. Is filled, tha upper (doth la re-
moved by taking it up by the four ear-
ners and emptied into a barrel or pile
upon the ground, and Ibis process Is re-
peated until the supply of cloths on the
receiving table Is exhausted. Buy en
come from St. I.ouis and Ohlosgo and
contract for the apples, sometimes by
tho barrel, but frequently by the lot.
As the orchards develop it will be neces-
sary lor them to take entire charge ol
the gathering and barreling, as th
amount of labor necessary will bo fai
greater than the local supply. I hi
great bulk of the fruit is sold as soon
as It, matures, or even before that
time, but some growers keep a portion
of their orop for the spring market. Tin

when t ( oafedemas made their
raid on the lown thev took Us bv s;ir
prise 1 was in bad aud wasawakeUed
by the discharge of guns. I got up
and dr. sed. and in the eurly morning
light saw our boy coming into town
from the Ioutposts. noticed one poor
fellow, badlv wounded, hobbling along
thv road, and took him. I carried him
upstairs, put him in my bed and gave
the best attention 1 nooJd to his
wounds.

While I vueagad in this work
BU boat . sited me downstairs, saving,
'ton are w ante .' I knew what' this
BWaat I w.nt down and met a COB- -
federata officer, a ho demanded that I
suireii.ler. 1 did so. and explained
that 1 had a wounded man in the house
who demanded my attention, The
oflt ar verv eourieoaaly paroled me on
the spot. It seems, however, that the
rod haired little rebel was ml

I had brought the wounded
Xaakee iaao the house, ami she waa
dete ruiineul to make trouble for me.
She told some other Confederate off-
icer that 1 was theta and he very
l'iouipii iooix me prisoner, lie came
at me with drawn sword and said :

Surrender sir!' T have surrendered,'
said I. .

"1 again explained, and was paroled
and returned to my patient. This sur-
render business was repeated until six
different Confederates 'bad taken ma
prisoner. Mr. Sixth Captor was a
private, a boy about IS years old, and
he rushed in the house with his musket
leveled, and seemed determine to shoot.
I have always had ;l suspicion that
the girl put him up to it. tried to
explain that I had already been paroled
live times, but it was hard work to get
him to listen to anything, He kept,
yelling at me to surrender, and made
me stand w ith my hands high in the
air winie i made my explanation, I
believe he would have shot me but for
the interference of m v host and some
Confederate officers who happened to
come along."

t surfed iy t'omanead.
iwr: t here was

stationed at Char
lottos ville, Va., a
Maryland regiment
in which were some
of the finest young
men of (he South.
Work was not ardu-
ous and they spent,
mnch time mingling
in the social life of
t hi' place. There was
a Miss Oat Moiling

lilving there who proved especially at
tractive to the .voting men on account
Of her beauty and wit. Three of them.
Colonel Ridgely and Captains Booth
and Williams, became completely in-
fatuated with her. They began to
neglect their duties and there was
everj prospect of the regimsnt becom-
ing disorganised, when the colonel
could stand it no longer and one day
he summoned the three to his tent and
said :

Gentlemen this command is going
to the devil. All discipline is gone,
and muie of yon are attending to your
duty. Oslico has set you cracy, Now,
this thing has got to stop. Miss (lav
can't marry you all. I doubt whether
she wants either. So you've got to
settle the matter at once. In love rank
doesn't count, if it does in war. You
are to draw straws and court Miss (lay
before dress parade this evening. Get
on your horses and proceed to business
and report to me after parade."

The young fellows looked rather
scared They would have charged a
battery or rushed on a line of battle.
They had often done so at the tap of
dram or the sound of bugle, but tho
idea ol attacking this ravishing, en-

trancing bit of divinity and calico at a
moment's notice under orders was ap-
palling, However, they kue tho
colonel's word wiis law, so they drew
straws. Captain Booth got the long-
est, and had first chance according to
orders, so ofl he went. The others
followed at a safe distance. After a
short time Captain Booth came storm-
ing back to camp without saying a
word. This encouraged the other two
and Captain Williams spurred ahead
very gallantly. In a very short time,
however, he, too, came hastening back
and cried to the colonel as he rod
past him: Qo in, Colonel, the ranks
are shaking, but the line's lirm."

This was discouraging, but the
ColbBel walked bravely up aud got hu
conge like his predecessors.

Three at'aeks in sixty minutes, and
(lay routed the attacking column,
horse, foot and artillery.

She never knew she had been court-
ed bv command and is aO a hand-
some matron with eleven children.

NgBe i p a Battles.
W I), Walton, a well known citien

of Petersburg, N'a., recently coughed
up a bullet w hich he bad carried in
bis body since the war. He was a
nu mber of Co. I, Twelfth Virginia
Reg latent, and at the battle of Spott-sylvani-

C'oiii t House he was struck
by a ball, which lodged in llits body
and has been m him ever since, r'o'r
years Mr. Walton has been in very
I 'Mir health. Some months ago an ah

began to form on his breast near
where he was wounded, and he wis
compelled to close business all i take
to hi- - be f.-- 1,1'. s ;lg.. tie- V ..
broke, and in a coughing spell Mr
W alton coughed up half of the ball,
lie now look like an entirely new
man Before he scarcely had aliv m

I l.l... II. ink.

THEY TELL SOME AMUSING AN-
ECDOTES AND STORIES.

How the Koi. f it. .it, Armie Uhile.l Uar
l.if In amp liirin( iprrwin r,hi' i" Mui lin Tin 111 me ., on
lb Haltlr-- leld.

ttr ihf
Wter.Mh tawny tiger lilli. s in the m;rhv

moilow i i.Him
And the tiii;'.M ruhc- - wither hv the rel.on! luv;ji!.!i i .:

There i rtteaes all aabrottea Hnreaie sat rtHall iiii.spokeu
That ihe trMnbUna Brasa i hfallna tnm the

hill.

Where the mytlc tti-- v nkwoa the Meky
hlllstiie atand.

W1 a e lae iMa anporp et m.i--- In theuasat'a i;'-;- oi ule
I.o: the tlr.l it. 'i,., are aslylng ami the trouhUM

WlB4 l t;

ror ( e e 10SI tile ue .ulow aui-- t Mnow.

Over mead w, over iiieiuit.ttti in a Mtv t
sea

There aiv , e an, I mothers watttai tliero
ai - ci i hope l'vom lag cold :

Wwre ate eyes thai at!i m aagntak, there,
are kmni hearu that laa raJah

r or the secret that snail ne ertiKire he t
Bagar Mayhan Bacon in sicribner

i. in.-- . i.

HE N nth Corps
under Burnsiae
hv on t he left of

the Sixth Corps
tinder the brave
General John
Sedgwick. His
sterling worth
ws combined

with an almost
feminine mod-
esty, and he
never posed for
public applause ;

ut his acuiev e- -

menl at Balem
ericksburg, w hen

ie fought Lea's victorious troops for
the hours vv ith a single corps and then
safely transferred his men across the
river under the tire of rebel gUBS, va
BOl lUrpaSSed in the four years. But,
alas! his cool bravery only served liim
once, as n mart v r.

His corps was ordered to move from
the right to the left, toward North
Anna l.iver, passing the Ninth Corps
to the rear of it. The writer was with
others commanding the picket line.

boosted immediately in our trout, in
the arms of a large oak Hint rose above
the eeeond growth of timber thai was
skirted with our pickets, who were in
skirmish lines, was a sharpshooter who
had played deadly havoc on the lines
of both the Sixth and Ninth Corps,
dealing deat Ii to ev orv officer especially

line vv it Inn range. I bad lieen
obliged all day o avoid his aim by
hugging (dose to the line timber just
back of our line. (icn. Sedgwick bad
been examinina lis route of march
vv hich must be made in the night, w hen
he came through the open pine woods
where I Waa. Seeing him approaching
an open Ipace, he was warned of the
danger. He smilingly replied

"Captain, have you been out here so
long that your knees are weak? .in
we not dislodge the Reb with a shell f
Let me see."

Riding out to where the view was
oioar, he baited his horse, lilting his
field glass to his eves ami sat thus
perhaps a half a minute, when his
sight went out forever. One Of the
sharpshooter's mime balls shrieked
across the open ami pierced his fore-
head. His death was instantsneons.

During the day an Indian Itemed
Bilverheels, belonging to the artillery,
was shot on the skirmish line. His
tent mate, named liatllesiiake, was
much bereft, at the loss. He was close
by when Gen. Bedgwlck fell. He was
a great lover of Sedgwick, who had
made him several presents tor danger
oils service.

Coining to where I .ras. Kattlesnake
said: "Too mush I Toomush.datl He
die, or me die," pointing to the sharp
hooter,
Covering himself with pine boughs,

he ventured cautiously into the open
field, stood still like a bush when the
Beb was tiring on the Ninth Corps.
moving swiftly when his gun bsbobb
spouted toward the Sixth. Almost
breathless I gladly saw him enter the
woods. A few minutes only and the
crack of the rifle in the tree ceased for-
ever, and Sedgwick and Silvvrhcels
were revenged. One lone stifled lltle
shot down low in the woods was all
that, came to our ears. Rattlesnake re-
appeared) proud, erect, tearless, and
hastened to me

ii:.. i i .. ,
ins nanus were ren in spurs, so was

bis bOSOm. I whs afraid he had been
wounded himself. He only said slowlv.
and in bad I English :

"Major, he no want scalp,'' alluding
to ti e ( lorn mender of our battalion

I said, "Ah, no! that too inin hv like
Injun."

He said, "No more ihooty Bedl
a ick."

He had a Spencer rifis and one hun-
dred rounds of new carl ridges.

H. told with many gesticulations
hOW lie bid crept to within a few feet
d the tree, took deadly aim, and said.

"Drop dat shooter. Th.- Rebel
dropped his gun ami his cart ride
Then he jumped to the ground and
Offered to go anywhere.

Rattlesnake examined him to see
that he had no other weapon-- , ami
then said, "do, go." The Mb,.,,,
a ho der Waa Hot long in obeying After
he had gone a lutlo nay, the ladiau
triad o i'

ib Ho. Rebj hah r
Ilo Cell stopped tad tUiric.l, hll

N tub soaks said "Hadawii a." and th.

lo Ii.

A Mammnth Itulinlrr tnd How Ii I Con- -

n of f ruit Growing soma
Poiim1hCu il Banana-Ho- w the Or-
chard! Are Tlanted and Tared tor.

Southern Suckerdom.
For more than half a century South-V- I

Iilicois has b en known as "Egypt,"
writes a Flora
correspondent in
the Globe-Democra- t.

What sim-
ilarity Southern

tears
or has borne to
the land of the
erstwhile l'har- -

5 97 aohs is a disputed
question. Some
say that at an

W-xaw- n b. rARsoNS early ciay this
section wns celebrated for its corn
crops, and that residents of couuties
farther north made frequent pilgrimages
to pun base it, even as the sons of
Jacob went down into the Egypt of old
with sac ks and shekels. That is the
explanation offered bv the Illinois
Egyptians, but their northern fellow-citizen- s

tender a different tale. They
state that the term was not intended to
typify a land of pie ity, one flowing
with milk and honey and teeming with
wine and corn and oil one "where
every prospect pleases and only man is
vile" but rather a country the poverty
of whose soil was equaled only by the
dense ignorance and constitutional in- -

RESIDENCB OF GEN. PARSONS.

dolenee of its people. The products of
the Illinois Egypt were popularly sup-
posed to consist principally of '"buck
ague," yellow dogs, 'possums, and hoop-pole- s;

the chief occupation of the peo-
ple to be chewing plug tobacco and
swallowing quinine The inhabitants
of the modern Egypt were supposed to
be held in a bondage of laziness from
which no Midinnito Moses would ever
lead them to be groping in mental
darkness, compared to which the shad-
ows that fell upon the land of the
Pharaohs was an Italian sunset. South-
ern Illinois was regarded as the Naza- -

.ii ar miuwmrr innmm wmi KnaiaawiiH 7 mi. r mrwmm Swaaaw j
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reth of the new world, from which no
good was expected to proceed. It was
sparsely settled, and land might be had
almost for the asking; it was within easy
reach of Chicago, St. Louis, and other
mighty markets; the Father of Waters
caressed it on the west, and the raging
Wabash fretted along the east, and the
sunny waters of the Ohio sparkled on
the to ith. Hallways pierced It, and a
sky of Italian softness smiled upon it;
It was threaded by a thousand small
streams, nnd nudicinal springs, suoh as
Ponce de Leon vainly sought among the
everglades and alligators of Florida,
burst from its sunny bosom; but it lay
under the ban, and did not prosper or
progress. Home-seeker- s hurried across
It to watt, their energies upon the arid
plains of Western Kansas, or Wear nut
their lives In unequal battle with the
Dakota blizzard.

Finally ulong the line of tho Illinois

M
I

oV

is

in

e8awawataaJBti

faatrel Hallway the cult
fruits sad Bern waa bet

ej. it ereved q tits
saw era da wad UpwB 1.

soma leant an
1"' t EaaLtra .i.
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orchards. Planting on a large scale be-
gan eight years ago, but the "apple
craze" did not assume an epidomie form
until about 1888-8- 9, consequently most
of the orchards in the great apple belt
arc loo young to bear. The magnificent
returns paid by those ihat have reached
maturity is a constant stimulus, and the
number of trees put out each succeed-
ing year increases in a latio of geomet-
rical oiogression. '1 he desire to secure
orchards now amounts to almost a
mama, and mar not Inaptly be com-
pared to the gold fever that once raged
with such virulence in California. It Is
estimated that within the past three
years 1,000,000 apple trees have been
put ou! in Mario i. Clay, Richland and
Wayne Counties, and the work may be
said to have just begun. Many farmers
will piant from ten to 200 acres more
next fall. The local nurseries cannot
supply the demand lot tree in their im-

mediate neighborhood, and trees are
shipped in by the car-loa- d from Missouri
an I Indiana nursern s.

A t If i( (Ilileu.U
Clay County already has the largest
hard area of any county in the

n Ion. Twenty -- eight thousand acres
and nearly 1,500,000 trees are the fig-

ures. The other counties in the apple
belt arc making a noble Struggle to-kee-

abieast of tho procession, and are no'
lagging far behind. Wayne Is a Rood
scene!. It is safe to predict that thn
orchard area of these four counties will

ot.;.' during th next three years. The
otaaanla iango in Mm troai 10 to S5Q
acres. A man with less than ten acre

not . . Mkterad worthy the note of the
apple statistician. He data BOt MWtaf

the figures. Orchards of "o, xn and
I"" acres an. i . Mini on Wany every
husinpsa and professional man In the

"IT1 unlie has contra ted tint
rd fer, and ca-- t an anchor t

ward in the h,ij ' a few bundled
grtiwiiu tr e. iVrliapK ftmr-!- ! I hs of
the apple ,.,u iav not i,a h d th

nag tge j ,,r , , ,,,,,,1 ,i. r mv
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